e ((// BY COLEMAN W. ROBERTS

President-Founder

It wvas in August 38 years ago that I conceived the idea
for organizing the Carolina Motor Club...after a trip from Grcch-bo:o
€0 Murrell's Inlet, 8. C., on a fishing trip. .

it took two days to make the trip. We stopped in Rowland
for the night. The roads were practically all dirt, md bld at that.

They were umnmarked, and ‘the people who uvod nlonq the d:u.'t roads
misdirected us in several uuuncns when we told them whora we
were trying to get to. Maps were not avu:l.lnble. It was 2 hcctic
trip. :

On arrival at Murrell's Inlet, I bega=n to mkopllm.c -Ln
my own mind, and when I returned home I saw a number of people in
the two states, and found enthusiastic support of the idea of the
kind of organization that I thought the Carolina Hotor club -hould be.
This initial effort resulted in a metting of some 35 people
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from the two states at the Womans Club in Greensboro on Sept.anber, 1, .

1922. The result of this meeting was the organizing and :I.ncorpora-
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ting of the Carolina Motor c1ub. and naming me t.he execuu.vo held.
’ | without any aalnry, unleu I made :l.t.

Well, those first few months, and the first few years,
were hectic times. My desk was a kitchen table covered with black

oil cloth, filing cabinets were two orange crates. We had two
second-hand typowritete .

| Some weeks I ate pretty well, and some weeks I was a

} little hungry.

All of the original memberships were sold by me, until we
employed our first salesman -~ a man by the name of Hoge, who has
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ranite.)  The u-m moll.lt m cmn m ul a cucuw with
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14 states; licemsing of all motor vehicle drivers; limiting the
jurisdiction of justices of the peace, constables, and magistrates;

liability insurance.
lﬂctguntmuotthocmbm m«mmch—b-x of

Commexce office, then situated on Elm Street, Greensboro, adjoining
the American Bxchange National Bank Building. Shortly afterwards,
‘activities were directed from an oluo' in the mu-y-uocxm-nn
Building. The next move was to a nuovaud contractor's shack on
North Elm Street between the Huntley-Stockton Hill Building and the
Henry Hotel. S8till later, operations were conducted !:m; l.oa 231
in the Jefferson Standard Building. i

rws & . PN .2)’..‘_' -

1923

At the first annual meeting, May 25, 1953, in Greensboro,
the Club was 1,200 strong =~ the fourth largest AAA Club in the South.
€. C. Armstrong of Gastonia, N. C., was elected president.
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‘Club emblem encircled the globe.
The Club contumed its ttght. fors i g
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‘position he still holds. ‘

10”.5580 0‘00 punng': cuﬁo and 1, 250.090 mckn
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in 1960.)
cars on the highways were Buick,

A

Dodge, Hudson, Bssex,
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engage in business to make | uoney " All income received must be put

.

for members or advertising to attract tourists...I
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month it featured tourist attractions in the
the latest reports on detours and
¢ problems in large

ives.

cities, and campaigned Vigorcus ly for the club's legislative object

The Club also published the Carolina
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Charles W. Wallace of Morehead City, l."é;.“ was elected
pr.lid.nt;: “ ..r"‘“*' for .ix y“r‘.. Sy )

’V;.

g‘. . E 3 il "

o & y 3 ) .
¢ ‘ \ "’ Y . g ‘..-'

: Ny - v %
. ¥ B ; ¥ e 5 0

X » ~ B - ) . 3
™\ . -t i o ‘ {2 H ey ! ~ 7 L - ) La - v B
. . )AL . X &

o 2%

largest AAA club in the South., ‘
"Five district managers were established in W. C.
" T gafety offorts were strehgthened with the appointment Of
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A ‘rruck Division was created to serve
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was moved across the street to 219 East

staff totaled 24.
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It was the first authentic’

There were 350,000 vehicles

Club Tour Book of N. C., with 250 pages
"ahd Rccommodations, was publishe
book of the state -« free to members.

BEarly in 1926, Roberts was named secretary and treasurer and

Sprint races were held

general manager of Charlotte Speedway, Inc.
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o police the state properly. (The patrol did mot pass the
600-mark until 1959 -~ 610 was voted the authorized -txrimg. ]
The Club helped organize North Carolina, Inc., a commission
of five men, to advertise the state. ‘ W%
Ab estinated € 800,000° Anericans took vacations by auto-
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mobilé. (Today the total is more §5,000,000).
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 Pat it vas '
g to be dismantled and used for kindling wood."
& On increased traffic safety problems, Roberts reported:

- $30,000 the Carolina Motor Club spends is a drop in the bucket,

But all we can afford. A state Department of Accident Prevention is

most certainly a pPossibility and a feasible request.”
The South Carolina Motor Club reported 1,000 members in Sept~

ember, 1927, with offices in Columbia, Greenville and charleston.

Total of 500 garages and service stations serving members
in Carolinas, |

Motels? MNot in existence as such.
and tourist homes. At the end of 1927, only four tourist homes were
Listed as approved by AAA, in Charlotte, Gastonia, Hendersonville, and

There were roadside camps

High Point.

mhe Club branded South Carolina's repeal of its title law

a big mistake "because scores of stolen cars are Ariven into the state.

Dealers are hard hit because they cannot sell cars at stolen~car rates.”
Membership was 10,101 early in 1928, and 8. C. boasted 1,400
members. ' | y 3225
In May, 1928, the Club moved to the 20-room MacKenzie
On its sixth anniversary 17,142
National AAA then

puilding at 347-349 North Elm Btreet.
nﬂtn were reported -~ and an income of $250,000.

had 500,000 members.
' National AAA called the Club's progress the most phencmenal
of any club in the United States ‘and offered high praise for its travel

promotion.
In May, 1928, the Club led the national AAA in membership

gain -- 702 new and 242 renewals. There wexe 1,046 AAA clubu
A §2 entrance fee was added to the $10 membership.
= A m u:vl« wu adM - $§1, 000 ponmi aute-obno and
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w0 anl o P8VA4 K, Pinley of providence, R., I., was pamed traffic and
safety dmm m his services were offered to all cities in the
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Highway ntro;...hut much to tho cmh'o dinppoint”nt 0012 37 men

 4 o menassed s bu hoie by Gupbe € Dy TuEMO, B 8880k,
3 o 'um a ai.x-veal‘cwc'ou;:n. the patrol began operation July 1.
: The next ‘;Y Patrolman geprge i., Thompson of Lexington was fatally
injured. a --hqx of tx‘n'ulu'b. his estate received $1,000. . ,..ocn
| : ] m yatrol uml.udod a touring car, a coupe, and 27 motor-

| t’h‘ south and one et tho best managed and most progressive in the

I country.”
The Clud distributed over 50,000 copies of a booklet, "Va-
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Roberts as president.

Carolinas, Inc., was organized to advertise the two

The 1935 N. C. General Assembly finally passed a |
license law, bt theclub deplored its lack of teeth and the fact EMAt
no examination was required. ' e

The N. C. State Highway Patrol was {nereased to 121.
the Club's services.

'0."'
-

~Carsurity" was coined to describe

The *Carolinas Scenic and Historic

avel

| counulorl'. This was a pioneering venture
§ tours conducted by the Club since have been & principal factor in the

{ncrease of tourism in the Carolinas.
dent of the Charlotte Chamber of

Roberts was elected presi

e served for two years.
introduction by the club of driver

B Commerce in 1935.
| That year also saw the
sducation in high schools.

0" 'gn June, 1936, the Club's publication was changed to the

adér, with tabloid format. Premotion of touriem in the

cuolim cru
sYihas was cited as its ’tmw goal.
sacient Lssues were dominated by photos and PR ’
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pocket size. 2N A a5
In September of thlt you hndquuuu was novod to 437

"The Car m‘:i

high school teachers.
Sihce 1924 (13 years) the Club had 4 4,800,000 N. C.

license plates, collecting for the luto ”3.000 000-

Work on the Blue udqo ntkvny was undor wny.
cmhud On..undor coulf.tuct.ion nt tho

Q:lih 74 I‘ilil

of the ptapoood 400 al:uay

end of 1937. e R ——
ements with numerous l‘“"

In 1938, the Club made arrang
stations to broadcast up-to-the-minute information on :oad c@dltiwf( ]

“,

provi.ded by the Club.
The Club also hmuquntod

A blc?éh parade of 1, 000 ‘was aponaored by
rts was nppoimd mcutive comisucnor 1n charqe o! tho

I' ¢ at the 1939 World’l !'air.

North Carolina exhibi
(“t ‘118t of mcalpiutmmu md obj ective-. loveabor-nccu-

"safoty Babblth ,
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(Ssee TEP Jr. biography page 2. ‘

gecond Quarter

In 1946 the Club had

house the growing headquarters organ.

could not be obtained.
in 1947, the Club !

However,

701-03 South Tryon Street.

muboz ot Wexld 'tnval
uiomueu about t:aval nbtoad

rour of Blue Ridge P
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